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Population and Development 

What concepts from 
class does this picture 
remind you of? 

Do you agree or disagree 
with the ideas in this 
image? 

Does this image 
remind you of any 
current events or 
issues that you’ve 
heard about? 

Any other thoughts 
or questions? 

 High-income, highly-
developed nations 
 US, Canada, Japan, Korea, 

Australia, New Zealand, some 
Arab states 

 Middle-income, moderately 
developed countries 
 Latin America, Mexico, Central 

America, South America, many 
Arab states 

 Low-income, developing 
countries 
 Africa, India, a few former 

Soviet republics 

 High income 
countries make up 
15% of the world’s 
population 
 Yet, they control 

80% of the world’s 
wealth. 

 Low income 
countries make up 
37% of the world’s 
population 
 They control 3.0% of 

the world’s wealth! 

 10 – 15% of people in developed countries are 
unable to afford clothing, food or shelter 

 45% of people in developing counties are unable 
to afford these necessities  

 Affluence (wealth) increases impact on 
the environment 
 Climate change (greenhouse gasses) 
 Toxic wastes 
 Depletion of ozone layer 

 Affluence increases consumption 
 The world’s wealthiest 20% is responsible 

for 86% of all consumption 
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 The average American 
impacts the environment 
20x as much as a person 
living in Bangladesh 

 US consumes largest 
share of 11 of 20 major 
commodities 
 Aluminum, Coffee, Corn, 

Lead, Oil, Oilseeds, 
Natural Gas, Rubber, Tin, 
and Zinc 

 Consume the most meat 
(3x global average) 

 Consume the most paper 
(725 lbs / year) 
 

 Out of sight, out of 
mind policies 

 Many high-income 
countries obtain 
resources from 
distant locations 

 Many high-income 
countries dispose of 
waste in distant 
locations 

 

 Developed and developing counties both impact 
the environment negatively, but in different ways. 
 

 Developed: High affluence, high technology 
 Developing: High population 

 Natural forest loss / land 
conversion 

 Fertilizer use 
 Water pollution  
 Carbon emissions 
 Species threat 

 High population 
leads to: 
 Degrading and 

eroding soil 
(agriculture) 

 Deforestation, loss 
of biodiversity 

 Overcrowding 
▪  Disease, pollution 

and crime 

 Mass poverty 

 


