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Sustainability  
Ecology 

Question of  the Day #3 
 Describe what you think that Earth will look like in: 

 100 years 

 10,000 years 

 

 Explain why you think so. 

What is sustainability?  

 Write down words 

or phrases that 

you think of  when 

you hear the word 

“sustainability”.  

Sustainability: Definition 
 A system or process is 

sustainable if  it can be 

continued indefinitely 

without depleting 

resources required to 

keep it running. 

Conflict 
 Economic development 

often conflicts with 

environmental sustainability. 

Why? 

 

 Sustainable development: 

meets the needs of  the 

current generation, without 

compromising the ability of  

future generations to meet 

their needs. 

The Environmental Kuzinet’s Curve 

Sustainable Development 

 To be sustainable, a 

decision must satisfy: 

 Economic viewpoint  

 Ecological viewpoint 

 Social viewpoint 

Is the decision fair 

to everyone? Does 

it take away any 

human rights or 

opportunities?  

Does the decision 

allow for economic 

development? Does 

the decision 

eliminate jobs or 

harm business? 

Does the decision 

protect natural systems 

and resources? Does 

the decision cause harm 

to ecosystems and life 

processes on Earth?  
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Example #1 
 Goal: To improve recycling in 

Wolcott. 

 

 Brainstorm one plan for 

meeting this goal. 

 

 Which plan would best satisfy 

all three viewpoints? 

Example #2 
 Human activity is producing 

carbon pollution, which is 

changing our planet’s climate. 

 Brainstorm a solution to this 

problem. 

 

 Would any of  our plans satisfy 

all three viewpoints?  

 

 

Stewardship 
 A steward is a person who looks after or manages 

property. 

 Who are the stewards of  our global environment? 

Environmental Activists 
 Dedicate their lives or careers to improving the 

environment 

 

“It's the little things citizens do. 

That's what will make the 

difference. My little thing is planting 

trees.” 

“Man is a part of  nature, and 

his war against nature is 

inevitably a war against 

himself.” 

Tortured in prison 

for his efforts to 

prevent logging near 

his Mexican villages 

Personal Stewardship 

 Personal stewardship is 

practiced by everyday 

people who care about 

each other and the natural 

world.  

 Recycling 

 Conserving energy 

 Avoiding pollution 

 Avoiding consumption 

 

 

Environmental Justice 
 Concern for justice among different groups of  people 

regarding environmental issues. 

 Ex., Pollution, access to resources, etc. 
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Poverty, Race and the 

Environment  

 Poverty and race can affect exposure to toxic chemicals and 

pollutants.  

 Poor communities and communities with people of  color 

 

 
African Americans 

are 79 percent more 

likely than whites to 

live in 

neighborhoods 

where industrial 

pollution is 

suspected of  

causing the greatest 

health dangers. 

(Dosomething.org) 

Environmental Racism 


